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<i9 to the said Justices respectively shall seem fit and necessary for the 
preservation of the public Peace and for the protection of the Inha- 
bitants and the security of the Property in such Parish, Townland or 
Place; and the Justices of the Peace who shall appoint any Special 
Constables bv virtue of this Act, or any one of them, or any other 
Justice of the Peace acting for the same limits, are and is hereby 
authorized to administer to every Person so appointed the following 
Oath (that is to say) 



« I, 



A. B. do swear, That I will well and truly serve our Sovereign 
“ Lord the King in the office of Special Constable for the 
“ Parish [or, Townland, or, District] of 
“ without favour or affection, malice or ill will, and that I 



“ will to the best of my power cause the Peace to be kept and 
“ preserved, and prevent all Offences against the Persons and 
“ Properties of His Majesty’s Subjects ; and that while I con- 
“ tinue to hold the said office, I will to the best of my skill 
“ and knowledge discharge all the Duties thereof faithfully 
“ So help me GOD.” 



according to Law. 



5 



to 



*5 



Notice of such 
Appointment to be 
transmitted to Lord 
Lieutenant. 



Provided always, That whenever it shall be deemed necessary to nomi- 2Q 
nate and appoint such Special Constables as aforesaid, Notice of such 
nomination and appointment, and of the circumstances which have 
rendered such nomination and appointment expedient, shall be forthwith 
transmitted by the Justices making such nomination and appointment, 
to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, 25 
and to the Lieutenant of the County or Place. 



Lord Lieutenant 
may order Persons 
exempt by law to act 
a3 Special Consta- 
bles. 



Time of Service 
limited. 



And be it further Enacted, That in any case in which any number of 
the Householders or other Persons not legally exempt from serving the 
office of Constable shall have been appointed by the Justices in man- 
ner aforesaid to act as Special Constables for any Parish, Townland or 30 
Place as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, on the representation of any 
Two Justices of the Peace, to order that the Persons exempt by law 
from serving as Special Constables in such Parish, Townland or Place, 
or the neighbourhood thereof, shall, notwithstanding such Exemption, be ^5 
appointed and sworn in to act as Special Constables as if they were not 
by law exempt ; and such Persons shall accordingly be appointed and 
sworn in manner aforesaid, and shall be liable to act for Two calendar 
Months only. 



Lord Lieutenant 
may order Special 
Constables to be 
sworn throughout 
the County or any 
portion of same ; and 
to admit of no 
Exemption. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant 40 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland to give direction to 
the Lieutenant of any County or Place to nominate and appoint and to 
cause to be sworn Special Constables throughout the; whole, of such 
County or Place, or any portion thereof, pf whatever size or denomina- 
tion, and to signify, if he or they shall see fit, that no Person shall be 
excused from being so appointed and sworn in by reason of any Exemp- 
tion : 
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Period of Service. 
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tion : Provided always, That the Persons so appointed and sworn 'in, 
whether having cause of exemption or not, shall only be called upon to 
act for Three calendar Months. 

And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace who shall have 
5 appointed any Special Constables under this Act, or any Two of them, 
or the Justices acting within the limits wherein such Special Constables 
shall have been called out, at a Special Session of such last-mentioned 
Justices, or the major part of such last-mentioned Justices at such 
Special Session, shall have power to make such Orders and Regulations 
io as may from time to time be necessary and expedient for rendering 
such Special Constables more efficient for the preservation of the public 
Peace, and shall also have power to remove any such Special Constable 
from his office for any Misconduct or neglect of Duty therein. 

And be it Enacted, That every Special Constable appointed under 
15 this Act shall hot only within the Parish, Townland or Place for which 
he shall have been appointed, but also throughout the entire Jurisdiction 
of the J ustices so appointing him, have, exercise and enjoy all such 
Powers, Authorities, Rights, Privileges, Advantages and Immunities, and 
be liable to all such Duties and Responsibilities, as any Constable duly 
20 appointed now has within his Constablewick by virtue of the Common 
Law of this Realm or of any Statute or. Statutes. 

And be it Enacted, That where any Special Constables appointed 
under this Act shall be serving within any County, and Two or more 
Justices of the Peace of any adjoining County shall make it appear to 
25 the satisfaction of any Two or more Justices of the Peace acting for the 
limits wherein such Special Constables are serving, that any extraor- 
dinary circumstances exist which would render it expedient that such 
Special Constables should act in such adjoining County, then and in 
every such case the said last mentioned Justices are hereby authorized 
30 (if they shall think fit) to order all or any of the said Special Constables 
to act in such adjoining County, in such manner as to the said last 
mentioned Justices shall seem meet; and every such Special Constable, 
during the time that he shall so act in such adjoining County, shall 
have, exercise and enjoy all such Powers, Authorities, Rights, Privileges, 
35 Advantages and Immunities, and be liable to all such Duties and Re- 
sponsibilities, as if he were acting within the Parish, Townland or Place 
for which he was originally appointed. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Person being appointed a Special 
Constable as aforesaid shall refuse to take the Oath hereinbefore men- 
50 tioned, when thereunto required by the Justices of the Peace so 
appointing him, or by any other Two Justices of the Peace acting 
within the same limits, he shall be liable to be convicted thereof forth- 
with before the said Justices so requiring him, and to forfeit and pay 
such sum of Money, not exceeding Five Pounds, as to the said Justices 
so requiring him shall seem meet ; and if any Person being appointed 

a Special 



Justices to make 
Orders and Regu- 
lations for such 
Special Constables ; 
and to remove indi- 
viduals for Mis- 
conduct. 



Special Constables 
to have ail the 
Powers, See. pertain- 
ing to the office of 
Constable. 



Justices may order 
Special Constables 
to act in any adjoin- 
ing County. 



Penalty on Person 
appointed refusing 
to take the Oath. 



Pr 
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a Special Constable as aforesaid, shall neglect or refuse to appear at 
the time and place for which he shall be summoned for the purpbse of 
taking the said Oath, he shall be liable to be convicted thereof forth- 
with before the Justices so appointing him, or before any other Two 
Justices of the Peace acting within the same limits, and to forfeit and 5 
pay such sum of Money, not exceeding Five Pounds, as to the convict- 
ing Justices shall seem meet, unless such Person shall prove to the 
satisfaction of the said Justices that he was prevented by Sickness or such 
other unavoidable accident, as shall in the judgment of the said Justices 
be a sufficient excuse. 1 0 



Persons appointed 
being called upon 
and refusing to 
serve, or disobeying 
Orders, subject to 
Penalty. 



And be it Enacted, That if any Person being appointed a Special 
Constable as aforesaid, and being called upon to serve as such Special 
Constable as aforesaid, shall neglect or refuse to serve as such 
Special Constable, or to obey such lawful Orders and Directions as 
may be given to him for the performance of the Duties of his office, *5 
every Person so offending shall, on conviction thereof before any Two 
Justices of the Peace, forfeit and pay for every such neglect or refusal 
such sum of Money, not exceeding Five Pounds, as to the said Justices 
shall seem meet, unless such Person shall prove to the satisfaction of 
the said Justices that he was prevented by Sickness or such other un- 20 
avoidable accident as shall in the judgment of the said Justices be a 
sufficient excuse. 



Justices to suspend 
or determine the 
Service of Special 
Constables. 



Notice in either case 
to be transmitted to 
Chief Secretary of 
Lord Lieutenant. 



And be it Enacted, That the Justices who shall have appointed any 
Special Constables under this Act, are hereby empowered, or the Jus- 
tices acting for the limits within which such Special Constables shall 2 5 
have been called out, at a Special Session to be held for that purpose, 
or the major part of such last-mentioned Justices at such Special 
Session, are hereby empowered to suspend or determine the Services of 
any or all of the Special Constables so called out, as to the said Jus- 
tices respectively shall seem meet ; and Notice of such Suspension or 30 
Determination of the Services of any or all of the said Special Con- 
stables shall be forthwith transmitted by such respective Justices to the 
Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland, or his Under Secretary, and also to the Lieutenant 
of the County. 35 



special Constables, And be it Enacted, That every such Special Constable shall, within 
Service, 1 ^deliver ® ne Week after the expiration of his office, or after he shall cease to 

up Staves, Weapons, hold and exercise the same pursuant to this Act, deliver over to his 
Penalty !* ain ° Successor (if any such shall have been appointed) or otherwise to such 

Person and at such time and place as may be directed by any Justice 40 
of the Peace acting for the limits within which such Special Constable 
may have been called out, every Staff, Weapon and other articles 
which shall have been provided for such Special Constable under this 
Act ; and if any such Special Constable shall omit or refuse so to do, 
he shall, on conviction thereof before Two Justices of the Peace, forfeit 
and pay for every such Offence such sum of Money, not exceeding Two 
Pounds, as to the convicting Justices shall seem meet. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That if any Person shall assault or resist any Pe " a *^ ti ® n “““Jf " s 
Constable appointed by virtue of this Act, whilst in the execution of his stable on Duty, 
office, or shall promote or encourage any other Person so to do, every 
such Person shall, on conviction thereof before Two Justices of 
5 tl ie Peace, forfeit and pay for such Offence any Sum not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds , or shall be liable to such other Punishment, upon 
conviction on any Indictment or Information for such Offence, as any 
Persons are by law liable to for assaulting any Constable in the execu- 
tion of the duties of his office. 

10 And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace acting for the 
limits within which any such Special Constable shall have been called 
out to serve, at a Special Session to be held for that purpose, or the 
major part of the J ustices at such Special Session, are hereby empow- 
ered to order from time to time such reasonable Allowances for their 
15 trouble, loss of time, and expenses, to be paid to such Special Constable 
who shall have so served or be then serving, as to the said Justices 01 
such major part of them shall seem proper; and the said Justices, or 
such major part of them, may also order the payment of such Expenses 
as may have been incurred in providing Staves or other necessary 
20 articles for such Special Constables; and the said Justices shall make 
such Order for the payment of such Allowances and Expenses upon the 
Treasurer of the County, County of a City, County of a Town, within 
or within any part of which such Special Constables may have served, 
w ho is hereby required to pay the same out of any Public Money which 
25 shall then be in his hands, and the said Treasurer shall be allowed all 
such Payments in his Accounts. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Grand 
Jury of the County, County of a City or County of a Town, to which 
such Order shall relate, and each such Grand Jury is hereby required 
30 to present to be raised off such County, County of a City or County of 
a Town, or any Barony, Half Barony, Townland or other Division 
or Denomination of Land, within which such Special Constables may 
have served, the amount of all Sums so ordered to be paid under the 
authority of this Act. 

35 And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace assembled at any Justices of Peace 
Special Session for any of the purposes mentioned in this Act, shall have s e a S siol!iTrom S t P i^e al 
power to adjourn the same from time to time as they shall think proper ; t0 time - 
and that every Special Session which shall have been actually holden 
for any of the purposes mentioned in this Act, shall be deemed and 
40 taken to have been legally holden, until the contrary shall be proved. 

And be it Enacted, That the Prosecution of every Offence punish- Prosecution of 

c y~, ... J r Offences by Summary 

able upon Nummary Conviction by virtue 01 this Act, shall be com- Conviction; and 
menced within Two calendar Months after the commission of the D,s P° sal of Penalties - 
Offence ; and that every Penalty and Forfeiture for any Offence against 
this Act shall be paid to such Hospital, Infirmary or other charitable 
Institution, situate within the limits of the Jurisdiction of the convicting 
616- b Justices, 



Grand Juries to pre- 
sent such Sums as 
shall be ordered 
under the Act. 



Justices may order 
reasonable Allow- 
ances to be paid to 
SpecialConstables; as 
also the Expenses of 
Staves, &c. by Order 
on County Treasurer. 
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Penalties. 



Form of Conviction. 



Convictions not to 
be quashed for want 
of Form, &c. 
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Justices, as such convicting Justices may direct; and no Person shall 
by reason of the application of any such Penalty or Forfeiture as afore- 
said, be deemed an incompetent Witness in proof of any Offence 
against this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace by whom any 5 
Person shall be summarily convicted and adjudged to pay any Sum of 
Money for any Offence against this Act, may adjudge that such Person 
shall pay the same either immediately or within such period as the said 
Justices shall think fit; and in case such Sum of Money shall not be 
paid at the time so appointed, the same shall be levied by Distress and 1 0 
Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Offender, together with the 
reasonable Charges of such Distress ; and for want of sufficient Distress, 
such Offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labour in the 
Common Gaol or House of Correction, as to the convicting Justices 
shall seem meet, for any term not exceeding One calendar Month when 1 5 
the Sum to be paid shall not exceed Five Pounds , and for any term 
not exceeding Two calendar Months in any other case ; the Imprison- 
ment to cease in each of the cases aforesaid upon payment of the Sum 
due. 

And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace before whom 20 
any Person shall be summarily convicted for any Offence against this 
Act, may cause the Conviction to be drawn up in the following form 
of words, or to the like effect (that is to say) 

V “ BE it Remembered, That on the day of 

0 Wl -j £< jjj t ]j e Qur JLqJ.jJ ^ 

at in the County 

“ of A. E. is convicted before us J. P. 

“ and J. J. P. two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace 
“ for the said County, for that he the said A. E. did [here 
“ specify the Offence, and the Time and Place when and where 30 
“ the same was committed, as the case may be;] And we do 
“ adjudge that the said A. E. shall for the said Offence forfeit 
“ the Sum of and shall pay the same 

“ immediately [or, shall pay the same on or before the 

day of ] to C. D. being [the 35 

“ Treasurer, Governor or other Officer, as the case may be, 

“ administering the Funds of the Hospital, Infirmary or other 
“ Charitable Institution to which such Fine may be given, to 
“ be by him applied to the use of such Hospital, Infirmary 
“ or other Institution, as may happen :] Given under our 40 
“ hands the day and year first above mentioned.” 

“ J. P. & J. J. P.” 

And be it Enacted, That no Conviction for any Offence against this 
Act shall be quashed for want of form, or be removed by Certiorari or 
otherwise into any of His Majesty’s Superior Courts of Record ; and 
that no Warrant of Commitment shall be held void by reason of any 

defect 
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defect therein, provided it be therein alleged that it is founded on a 
Conviction, and there be a good and valid Conviction to sustain the 
same; and that where any Distress shall be made for levying any 
Money by virtue of this Act, the Distress itself shall not be deemed 
5 unlawful, nor the Party making the same be deemed a Trespasser on 
account of any defect or want of form in the Summons, Conviction, 
Warrant of Distress, or other proceedings relating thereto, nor shall 
the Party distraining be deemed a Trespasser ab initio on account of 
any irregularity afterwards committed by him, but the Person aggrieved 
to by such irregularity may recover full Satisfaction for the Special Damage 
(if any) in an Action upon the Case. 6 



And be it Enacted That all Actions and Prosecutions to be com- Regulation as to 
menced against any Person for any thing done in pursuance of this Ao,io " s > *“• 

Act, shall be laid and tried in the County, Riding, County of a City 
15 or County of a Town where the Fact was committed, and shall be com- 
menced within Six Calendar Months after the Fact committed, and not 
otherwise; and Notice in writing of such Cause of Action shall be 
given to the Defendant One Calendar Month at least before the com- 
mencement of the Action ; and in any such Action the Defendant may 
20 plead the General Issue, or in case of Replevin may avow generally 
that the Goods and Chattels mentioned in the Plaintiff’s Declaration 
were taken by virtue of the Act, and give this Act and the special 
matter in Evidence at any Trial to be had thereupon; and no Plaintiff 
shall recover in any such Action, if tender of sufficient Amends shall 
25 have been made before such Action brought, or if a sufficient sum of 
Money snail have been paid into Court after such Action brought by 
or on behalf of the Defendant; and if a Verdict shall pass for the 
Defendant, or the Plaintiff shall become nonsuit or discontinuean v 
such Action after Issue joined, or if upon Demurrer or otherwise 
30 Judgment shall be given against the Plaintiff, the Defendant shall 
recover his full Costs as between Attorney and Client, and have the 
like remedy for the same as any Defendant hath by law in other cases • 
and though a Verdict shall be given for the Plaintiff in any such Action’ 
such Plaintiff shall not have Costs against the Defendant, unless the 
35 Judge before whom the Trial shall be shall certify his approbation of 
the Action and of the Verdict obtained thereupon. 

And be it Enacted, That an Act passed in the First year of the AciGo. 4. 
re.gn of King George the Fourth, intituled, An Act to increase the frfi ed ” M 

an E n°r‘ °j “ a S 13trates ,n tl,e appointment of Special Constables ” 

40 shall be and the same is hereby Repealed as to all parts of Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall extend Act „ot to extend 
to England or Scotland. England or Scotland. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- Ac no, abridge 
tamed shall be construed to abridge any Powers for preserving the ! he ?°" ,ers of 
public Peace, whether by appointing Constables or otherwise, which 
any Justice or Justices of the Peace had by law or by virtue of any 
Statute or Statutes before the passing of the said hereinbefore recited 
Act of the First year of the reign of King George the Fourth. 
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